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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





June 28, 2007





COEIR Statement
The following statement was issued Thursday, June 28, 2007 by Mike Gilsdorf, president of Colorado Employers for Immigration Reform:
Colorado Employers for Immigration Reform (COEIR), a coalition of businesses that contribute $26 billion annually to Colorado’s economy, is disappointed by today’s vote. This bill was an opportunity to begin to fix a broken system that has greatly compromised our companies’ ability to hire the workforce we need to do business.  
Colorado businesses are faced with a serious worker shortage.  Our ability to fill positions direct impacts to our ability to continue operating and grow our businesses. Our group estimates that for every two immigrants laid off, one American supervisor/worker will also lose their job. 

COEIR’s members represent businesses who are want to hire people legally, which is why we find the federal government’s inaction frustrating. The number of guest workers allowed into the country is woefully inadequate to meet employers’ needs. 
Colorado Employers for Immigration Reform is grateful for the hard work and leadership exhibited by Senator Ken Salazar who deserves high marks for his commitment to improving border security and repairing our broken immigration system.  We acknowledge his hard work and urge him to continue their efforts in support of immigration reform over the coming months.

